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The Academy ConservaHon Program 
J. M. AIKMAN, Chairman of the Conservation Committee 
The Iowa Academy of Science at the present time does not have 
a coordinated conservation program. An examination of the records 
discloses the fact that it never has had one. The program of the 
conservation committee as embodied in the recommendations to the 
Academy in 1945 and 1946 although approved in the annual busi-
ness meeting each year, has not been incorporated into an operative 
program by the Academy. 
A brief resume of the conservation activities of the Academy may 
prove to be of some value in the discussion of a conservation pro-
gram for the Academy. According to Swisher's review of the his-
tory of the Iowa Academy of Science, "One of the outstanding in-
terests of the Academy and one of the fields in which it had a great 
deal of influence even in the early years was in the matter of con-
servation of natural resources of the state." One's first impression 
is that this stream of influence has been constant since the origin 
of the Academy in 1875. An examination of the proceedings and 
other sorces of information indicates that on the contrary this 
influence has had the characteristics of an intermittent stream. 
The influence in conservation of natural resources which the 
Academy has had from time to time is tied up very closely with the 
names of three great Iowa conservationists: McBride, Pammel and 
Shimek. However, many of their activities in the establishment of 
parks and preserves were carried on independently in connection 
with the Iowa Park and Forestry Association (1901-1917), later the 
Iowa Conservation Association, in coordination with the Iowa as-
sembly. 
In 1918 Dr. T. H. McBride was largely responsible for the adop-
tion of a resolution petitioning the twenty-sixth General Assembly 
to take some action toward the preservation of our lakes and to 
maintain some of the original conditions of the state and another 
to the Congress of the U. S. calling to its attention the necessity of 
further legislation looking to the preservation and rational use of 
the remaining forests of our country. 
The first conservation committee of the Academy was not ap-
pointed until 1915. In 1919 Dr. L. H. Pammel made the first report 
of the committee of one, dealing with an interview he had with the 
governor, Geo. W. Clark, concerning the appointment of a conser-
vation board. Two years later the State Board of Conservation was 
established by the thirty-seventh General Assembly to have the 
care of newly authorized public parks. 
In 1920 the conservation committee, made up of W. H. Davis, B. 
Shimek, H. E. Jaques, G. B. MacDonald and G. A. Chaney, in their 
report recommended that immediate action be taken by the Academy 
for the preservation of streams and lakes, endorsed the policy of 
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plant and game preserves in rough lands along streams, advocated 
changes in the law relative to hunting and fishing seasons and the 
passage of a law relative to the preservation of Indian mounds. This 
comprehensive report could have been the basis of an adequate con-
servation program but there is no evidence that any action was 
taken by the Academy other than the usual adoption of the report 
and its publication in the proceedings. 
The present conservation committee was appointed in 1941 and 
reappointed in 1947. Reorganization in 1941 was made on the basis 
of fields of special interest so that consideration could be given to 
the conservation of all of the natural resources of the state by 
specialists in the several fields. The committee accepted responsi-
bility for: (1) Organization of information on the present status of 
conservation in seven different fields, (3) Recommendations to the 
Academy of actions to be taken in the conservation of natural re-
sources in the seven fields; (3) Assisting the Academy in formulat-
ing a constructive, coordinated conservation policy and program. 
Our commitment to these three obligations is on record in our first 
report in 1942. 
The first two steps toward the formulations of an Academy con-
servation program have been taken. A report of the present status 
of conservation in the state was adopted in 1944 and published in 
the 1944 proceedings. Specific recommendations as the basis for 
an Academy program were adopted by the Academy and published 
in the 1945 proceedings. None of the specific recommended actions 
have as yet been taken by the Academy. 
Herein lies our most difficult and important task: converting the 
recommended program of the conser-1ation committee into a coor-
dinated action program for the Academy. Our committee is willing 
to take the lead in this conversion but wc realize that unless the 
Academy does the converting (in reality builds its own program) 
the final result will be a conservation committee program with little 
or no Academy interest or action. 
In 1946 a report was made of the progress in each field of con-
servation including further suggestions and recommendations to the 
Academy. The report included the presentation of a new plan of 
procedure which had been put into operation by the committee: 
Select one field of special interest for concerted action; make a 
project plan of work to be done; proceed with the work as planned; 
and take up matters of policy as they arise. The operation of this 
plan applied to the Prairie Conservation Project, was demonstrated 
in the general meeting of the Academy at Grinnell with the presen-
tation of a complete report of the project. 
Progress made in the conservation of prairie has been much 
greater than in any other field. It has been suggested that, if suffi-
cient assistance were obtained from Academy members, compar-
able progress could be made in all fields simultaneously. This ques-
tion and several others are being considered at the meetings of the 
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committee today and tomorrow. All interested members are invited 
to attend. 
Progress at this particular stage is slow. The coordinating com-
mittee is working with the committee anu independently to obtain 
more information on the nature and extent of assistance that can 
be expected from the Academy. Effective methods of cooperation 
between the Academy and each of the Conservation Agencies active 
in the state are being studied by the entire committee. Specific 
plans by the Academy and the committee will result in a coordin-
tion with the agency or agencies responsible for conservation in 
that field. 
The joint committee is hopeful that the development of present 
plans by the Academy and the committee will result in a coordin-
&ted academy conservation program. We of the committee have 
continued our efforts under the impression that the scientists of 
the state would not be satisfied with less. 
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